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The Humane Rescue Alliance adopted out 1,242 animals (607 cats, 573 dogs, 62 other) in the second quarter of 
2019, sending these previously homeless animals to loving, new homes.

ADOPTIONS

From April through June, HRA welcomed 2,425 animals (1,216 cats, 1,068 dogs, 
141 other) through our normal intake channels, including lost/stray animals, owner 
surrender, transports, and more. 

INTAKE

 Sage: When 9-year-old Sage came to the Humane  
 Rescue Alliance, she was scared and shut down.   
 With love and dedication, she blossomed into a   
 friendly and adored pup. She had her fair share  
 of obstacles to overcome at HRA, being an older,  
 fearful dog with dog-selectivity and medical needs,  
 but together we persisted. After two months on our  
 adoption floor and nearly two more in a foster home,  
 sweet Sage finally found her way home with a veteran  
 over Memorial Day. Her adopter is so grateful to  
 have her, and we are so grateful Sage is finally home.

 Twiggy: When 9-year-old Twiggy came to HRA as  
 a stray in January, she was emaciated and required 
 careful attention from our medical team to safely  
 achieve a healthy weight. Though she was fearful of  
 all the new people caring for her, our dedicated  
 medical, animal care, and behavior staff did not give  
 up on Twiggy. Not only did HRA staff succeed in  
 getting her to a healthy weight, but through careful  
 behavior treatment, Twiggy became confident  
 enough to be placed in a foster home, and  
 eventually, a forever home with the perfect adopter.

FEATURED ADOPTIONS

ANIMAL CONTROL
HRA’s Animal Control responded to 5,112 calls in the second quarter of 2019, with calls ranging from animal rescue, 
to lost/stray animals, to health checks, to wildlife concerns, and more in all areas of the District. 

CASE OF NOTE
 When our Animal Control Officers received a call about a cat, who we named Pollux, stuck on a roof in  
 Southeast DC, they knew they would need to think outside of the box to get her down. A neighbor reported  
 that the cat, who was scared and hiding, had been stuck on the roof for almost four days. Without hesitation,  
 our Officers grabbed a ladder, climbed onto the roof, and eventually coaxed Pollux from her hiding spot with a  
 can of wet cat food. Pollux was adopted into a loving home shortly after her rescue.
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CASES OF NOTE

HUMANE LAW ENFORCEMENT
HRA’s Humane Law Enforcement Officers conducted 1,099 field operations between April and June. These field 
operations included visiting properties, viewing animals, interviewing witnesses, transporting animals for veterinary 
care, court appearances, rechecking properties to ensure compliance, and more. During this time, our Officers  
issued 96 warnings and 238 educational advisories. Additionally, Officers responded to 467 new allegations of 
cruelty, abuse, and/or neglect.

CASES OF NOTE
 HRA Humane Law Enforcement investigations into suspected animal cruelty resulted in the rescue of several 
 animals from unsafe and unsanitary conditions this quarter, including (but not limited to) the following cases:
	  In April, HLE Officers rescued six dogs, two adults and four puppies, from a Northeast DC home. The dogs   
  were confined to crates, one of which was a shipping crate, and living in their own feces and urine. The dogs  
  did not have access to food or water, and some appeared to need medical attention. The foul odor in the  
  residence was so strong that it was discernible from outside. Once inside, the fumes made rescuers’ eyes water.
	  In early May, HLE Officers rescued 12 cats from a Southeast DC home. Upon entering the residence,  
  Officers found 12 cats living in unsafe and unsanitary conditions, including among large amounts of feces and  
  urine. Officers also recovered two deceased kittens. The investigation, which began following an anonymous  
  tip, determined the cats had been abandoned in the home and left alone for at least one week.
	  Later in May, HLE Officers rescued two dogs and seized dogfighting paraphernalia following an investigation  
  into a suspected dogfighting operation in Northeast DC. At least one of the dogs rescued had wounds  
  consistent with dogfighting. Dogfighting paraphernalia seized from the premises included conditioning  
  equipment, wound care supplies, and supplements. HLE Officers also discovered blood evidence.

HOPE
Through door-to-door outreach and community events, 
HRA’s Help Out, Partner, and Engage (HOPE) program 
makes critical resources available to pet owners in the 
District, making it easier for them to care for their 
animals without making life-changing (or life-diminishing) 
compromises. The program offers spay/neuter surgeries, 

vaccinations, food and other supplies, and behavior and 
training advice at no charge. In the second quarter of 
2019, HOPE provided free spay/neuter surgeries for  
140 animals. HOPE also held its first free vaccine 
clinics of the year, where 274 animals from 227 families 
received vaccinations at no cost.

SECOND QUARTER 2019
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HRA operates a Pet Pantry to support DC 
residents in caring for their pets by providing 
free pet food to those who indicate need. 
From April through June, 150 new dogs, 145 
new cats, and 162 new families enrolled in the 
Pet Pantry. HRA distributed 8,632 pounds 
of dry food, 2,910 cans of wet food, and 799 
pounds of litter in the second quarter via our 
Pet Pantry. 

PET PANTRY FOSTER
In the second quarter of 2019, HRA’s foster team 
placed 440 animals in foster care and 210 animals were 
adopted from foster homes. 

HRA’s short stay foster program, Happy Hour, received 
significant media attention in May, resulting in a more 
than 350 percent increase in the number of people 
applying to become dog foster parents. In April and May 
2018, 89 people submitted applications to become a 
dog foster, compared to 403 people who submitted 
applications in April and May 2019. We are thrilled to 
continue growing our family of fosters!

This quarter, the Happy Hour program gave 57 dogs a 
break from the shelter environment, with many enjoying 
these off-site outings more than once.

SECOND QUARTER 2019

COMMUNITY 
CATS
HRA’s Community Cat program provides 
services for the District’s outdoor cat 
population. From April through June, our 
Community Cat team sterilized 330 cats 
through our Trap-Neuter-Return efforts. The 
team also paired 42 cats with businesses and 
homeowners through our Blue Collar Cats 
program, which was developed to provide 
opportunities for cats not suited for life 
indoors with families. These cats are “put to 
work” with area businesses and homeowners 
who pledge to care for these outdoor cats 
while, in turn, the cats provide rodent 
deterrent.

HUMANE
EDUCATION
HRA’s robust Humane Education program educates our 
youth about the importance of the humane treatment 
of animals. In the second quarter of 2019, 1,252 youth 
participated in 61 Humane Education programs.
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MEDICAL CENTER
During the second quarter of 2019, HRA’s full-service Medical Center saw 2,518 patients, including  
257 income-qualified clients who received discounted veterinary care. 

CASES OF NOTE
 Barney: Barney, an approximately 2-year-old Dachshund mix, was brought to HRA as a stray after being hit by  
 a car. Barney was stabilized at Friendship Hospital for Animals and later diagnosed at HRA’s Medical Center  
 with a pelvic fracture. Our medical team treated and cared for Barney for more than a month with rest, pain  
 medications, and lots of love. He was nervous around our medical staff at first, so our veterinary technicians began  
 to spoon feed him and give him gentle, comforting attention. Before long, Barney was a staff favorite. Following  
 continued care, his pelvic fracture was deemed healed enough to be made available for adoption, with strict rest  
 and oral pain medications. Barney was adopted into a loving family shortly after being made available.
 Mia and Peter: A first for the HRA Medical Center, this quarter we performed spay/neuter surgeries on  
 two piglets. Both surgeries were successful, and the piglets recovered well with their family in Maryland.

SECOND QUARTER 2019

BEHAVIOR AND TRAINING
Late last quarter, we assisted in the rescue of more than 
250 chihuahua-type dogs from a property in Mississippi 
by welcoming a group of 36 of them to HRA. While 
healthy, the dogs were all under socialized, shut down, 
and understandably fearful in their new environment. This 
quarter, our behavior and training team worked overtime 
to prepare the animals for life in homes by implementing 
a detailed training regimen to build their confidence and 
work on socialization skills. Though progress was slow, 
our team showed dedication, discipline, and creativity in 

figuring out how to accommodate so many animals with 
such special behavioral needs. After months of dedicated 
training, three of the dogs were confident enough to find 
loving homes here in DC, while the rest were transferred 
to foster-based rescue organizations where they could 
spend the next phase of their treatment in a home 
environment. The rescue organizations reported that the 
dogs settled in well and that the treatment we provided 
helped them get to a place where they could find new 
homes quickly.


