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Animal-Related Emergencies:  
202-576-6664, press 1

Main Number: 202-723-5730
 Adoptions (New York Ave.):  
 202-727-5494 
 Adoptions (Oglethorpe): Ext. 503
 Behavior and Training: Ext. 236
 Development: Ext. 315
 Finance: Ext. 326
 Media Inquiries: Ext. 267
 Special Events: Ext 323

HOURS AND LOCATIONS
71 Oglethorpe Street, NW
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Closed for adoptions on Mondays.
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Washington, DC 20002 
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Closed for adoptions on Mondays.

Stray animals are accepted 

24 hours a day at New York Ave.
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT AND CEO
Dear Friends,

In this issue of Alliance, we showcase how much the 

Humane Rescue Alliance (HRA) values teamwork. 

This includes how we work as a team of colleagues, 

as well as how we partner with residents, businesses, 

and nonprofits in the communities we serve, and other 

organizations involved with animal welfare and protection.

The results of that teamwork were on full display earlier 

this year, when our Humane Law Enforcement (HLE) 

made four arrests in less than a week’s time. In this issue, 

we describe how each case evolved through collaboration with the community, and 

how tips from the public are instrumental in helping us enforce the anti-cruelty code. 

We also take a deep dive into our Blue Collar Cats program, in which HRA teams up 

with business owners and residents to care for outdoor cats who serve as deterrents 

to rodents and valued members of their neighborhoods. Earlier in the year, we placed 

our 200th working cat! This program is a vital and innovative lifeline for cats who are not 

able to be adopted into homes.

A special photo essay highlights how we’re teaming up with DC Fire and EMS on a 

project called Heroes for Hounds, where the men and women who work at fire stations 

throughout DC showcase dogs who have been with us the longest. We feature the 

photos on social media, and nine dogs we’ve showcased have been adopted so far!

We also discuss how HRA helps pet owners during the most difficult of times, providing 

compassionate end of life options and care. And how HRA’s behavior and training team 

has been working overtime with a group of 36 fearful chihuahuas to prepare them for 

life in homes. 

And finally, Reasa Currier, HRA Director of Regional Outreach, tells the story of Eddie 

and Hammer, two Coonhounds from Virginia who had spent their lives on the end of a 

chain. They have now been adopted into loving homes, and through partnerships with 

animal welfare organizations in Virginia we are advocating to “break the chain” for dogs.

As you read more about how teamwork expands our impact in protecting and 

advocating for animals and families, I hope you remember that you are an important 

member of #TeamHRA! Your compassion and support helps us to enhance the lives of 

animals and the people who love them; without you, we couldn’t do this incredible work. 

All my best,

Lisa LaFontaine

Nina Benton

Priscilla Clapp

Jackie Dobranski, DVM

Louie Dweck

Theresa Fariello

Nancy Grunfeld

Leslie Harris

William Herman

Joseph Howe

Kenton Keith

Erika Kelton

Cynthiana Lightfoot

Erica May-Scherzer

Laird Patterson

Susan Ridge

Hon. Carol Schwartz

Lauren Talarico DVM, DACVIM  
(Neurology/Neurosurgery)

Andrew Weinstein

Charles Weir

Gywn Whittaker

Drew Willison

Jeff Wilson
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TEAM UP
By David Smith, Chief  Communications Officer

Teamwork with our community was on full display early in the year, when four separate 

animal cruelty and organized dog fighting cases came to fruition within one week. In each 

case, tips from the public led to Humane Rescue Alliance (HRA) Humane Law Enforcement 

(HLE) investigations that resulted in arrests.

This article includes graphic  

material that may be disturbing  

or difficult to see for some readers.!

HRA HUMANE LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS

WITH THE COMMUNITY
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HRA received a call stating a dog with significant injuries 
to all four of her legs had been abandoned in a liquor store 
parking lot in Northeast DC. HRA offered a $5,000 reward 
for information leading to the identification, arrest, and 
conviction of a man seen in surveillance video striking the 
dog and pulling her from under a car before leaving the 
scene. Information the public provided led our HLE Officers 
to James Johnson of Laurel, Maryland, who was arrested on 
January 31.

“Members of our community really came through in this 
case and were as outraged as we were about how this dog 
was treated,” said Lisa LaFontaine, HRA President and CEO. 

“The depth and severity of this dog’s exposed wounds 
strongly suggests she endured extraordinary pain. Animal 
cruelty can never be tolerated, and we hope justice will be 
served in this case.”

One week later and after a year-long investigation, our 
HLE Officers executed a search warrant at the residence 
of Tavone Brown in Northeast DC and collected evidence 
related to organized dog fighting. Officers also rescued two 
dogs with wounds and scars consistent with fighting from 
the premises.

Members of our community really came  

through in this case and were as outraged as  

we were about how this dog was treated.
“

”

January...In early 
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Several days later, HRA Officers, in collaboration with Prince 
George’s County Animal Management Division, executed a 
related search warrant at the residence of Terence Dorsey 
of District Heights, Maryland. Officers searched for evidence 
related to organized dog fighting and seized one dog.

Throughout the investigation, several witnesses reported 
seeing activities consistent with the conditioning of dogs 
for fighting, such as strength training, at a park near Brown’s 
residence. HRA also received reports of the use of a spring 
pole -- a device dog fighters commonly use to help boost 
endurance and strengthen their dog’s jaw -- near Brown’s 
residence. These factors and reports of an actual fight 
prompted HRA Officers to seek the initial search warrant.

“We have a zero tolerance policy for dog fighting in the 
District,” said Chris Schindler, HRA Vice President of Field 
Services. “Our officers will root out this activity wherever it 
might be found.”

Brown was arrested January 30 and Dorsey was arrested 
February 4. This lifesaving work would not be possible 
without the help and support of concerned citizens in our 
community.

In a separate investigation that began in the summer of 
2018, Jaquan Jackson of DC was arrested on a warrant 
obtained by HRA and charged with felony dog fighting. The 
case began when officers responded to a call about a dog 
who was actively hanging himself from a chain. When the 
officers arrived, they found the dog was deceased, hanging 
over the fence. Officers also observed scarring around 
her muzzle and forelimbs consistent with organized dog 
fighting. 

The following month, HRA received a tip that an American 
alligator was being housed at the same address. HRA 
Animal Control Officers executed a search warrant on 
the premises and found a 5-foot alligator confined in a 
Rubbermaid plastic container in 3 to 4 inches of water. 
 
During the search for the alligator, our HLE Officers 
observed paraphernalia associated with organized dog 

fighting. The next day, officers executed a second warrant 
and seized more than 100 items that were evidence 
of organized dog fighting, including a slat-mill used to 
condition dogs for fighting. Officers also seized 12 dogs, four 
of whom had scarring consistent with fighting. One dog was 
immediately transported to an emergency hospital due to 
infected wounds on her front limbs that later required an 
amputation of one of her digits. 

The American alligator was brought to a reptile conservation 
center, where a master rehabilitator determined the 
alligator’s bone structure showed abnormal curvature of 
the lower jaw which could have been caused by chronic 
inadequate space. The dogs are currently in HRA’s care 
pending the outcome of the case.

On January 26, Jonathon Lamarr Little was arrested for 
animal cruelty following a tip alleging a man was whipping 
a dog with a leash, picking the dog up off the ground by 
the leash, and shaking the dog. During the investigation, an 
area resident provided surveillance video that corroborated 
the caller’s description of what happened to the dog. Other 
witnesses placed Little at the scene. HRA Officers executed 
a search warrant at Little’s address and seized the dog who 
had abrasions, scabbing, and cuts on her body. She also 
appeared fearful and hand-shy, a telling sign of abuse.
 
All these cases are working their way through the judicial 
process. The common denominator among them is 
HRA’s strong collaboration with the community we serve. 
Combating animal cruelty is a job we take very seriously. 
Our Humane Law Enforcement Officers are available day or 
night to help all species of animals. 

Stopping animal abuse requires the assistance of caring 
people in the community. If you see something, say 
something. To report suspected animal cruelty or neglect, 
call 202-723-5730, option 1.

Officers executed a search warrant 

and found a 5-foot alligator 

confined in a Rubbermaid plastic 

container in 3 to 4 inches of water.January...



BREAKING
THE

On January 3, the Humane Rescue 

Alliance (HRA) welcomed two hound-

type dogs from Virginia who had spent 

their lives living outdoors on the end of a 

chain. Eddie was from Greene County and 

Hammer from Augusta County. With the 

help of Dogs Deserve Better-Blue Ridge, 

a rescue group serving that area, Eddie 

and Hammer were surrendered and freed 

from life on the end of a chain.

with new  
regional partners
By Reasa Currier, Director of Regional Outreach 

HAMMER

CHAIN
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Upon their arrival, HRA staff sprang into action to provide 
both dogs with the medical care and behavior treatments 
they required so they could be successful in their new 
lives as pets. Within weeks, both Eddie and Hammer were 
adopted and are now enjoying all the comforts of home, 
including warm beds and lots of love from their new 
families.

Hammer and Eddie received the happy ending they 
desperately deserved, but many dogs in Virginia continue 
to languish on the end of a chain. Alone and vulnerable, 
dogs forced to live outdoors endure crippling summer 
heat and the subfreezing temperatures of winter. Every 
year in Virginia, dogs die of exposure. Tethering a dog for 
extended periods not only poses grave dangers to the 
dogs, but to humans as well. Dogs are naturally social 
animals who need interaction with humans and other 
animals. Long term chaining can severely damage their 
physical and psychological well-being. A happy, docile 
dog can become aggressive and anxious from continuous 
chaining.

In effort to improve the lives of all chained dogs in Virginia, 
HRA joined a coalition of animal welfare organizations, 
including the Virginia Federation of Humane Societies and 
the Humane Society of the United States, to call upon the 
Virginia General Assembly to protect chained dogs during 
the 2019 legislative session. 

On April 3, Virginia Governor Ralph Northam signed SB 
1025, a bill that placed restrictions on chaining dogs and 
established adequate shelter requirements, into law. 
Although the passage of this bill is far from the victory for 
chained dogs we were hoping for, it is a critical step in the 
right direction.

Partnering with organizations like the Virginia Federation of 
Humane Societies to seek legislative solutions to improve 
animal welfare and Dogs Deserve Better-Blue Ridge to 
accept animals in need is part of a new regional outreach 
initiative at HRA. We have a long history of providing 

support to other animal welfare organizations by sharing 
resources and accepting animals from overcrowded 
shelters. For example, HRA’s Behavior and Training 
Department hosted three animal welfare agencies to share 
our innovative work in behavior treatments during the 
month of March alone. 

The regional outreach initiative will build upon existing 
efforts by increasing collaboration with other animal 
welfare organizations to provide mentoring, professional 
development opportunities, and other resources to 
under-resourced shelters. We will also continue to pursue 
legislative and regulatory changes that will improve the 
standard of care for all animals in our region.

AKING

with new  
regional partners

EDDIE

Virginia Governor Ralph Northam signed SB 1025,  

a bill that placed restrictions on chaining dogs and 

established adequate shelter requirements, into law.



While some pets pass away naturally of old age, others 
become seriously ill or injured, experience a diminished 
quality of life as they age, or are aggressive and pose a 
public safety risk. Under these dreadful circumstances, 
families are faced with the impossible decision of whether 
it’s the right time to say goodbye. No one wants to watch 
their pet suffer and making the choice to pursue euthanasia 
isn’t one that’s taken lightly, though in some instances it’s 
the most humane option.
 
At the Humane Rescue Alliance (HRA), our staff know your 
pet is more than just an animal living in your home. They’re 
a loving member of the family, a constant companion, a 
source of unconditional love, and a friend who has been 
by your side through monumental life experiences. Moving 
forward without them can seem unbearable.
 
We recognize making the decision to end a pet’s life is the 
hardest one a pet parent will ever face. Our compassionate 
staff are there for families and their pets every step of the 
way, ensuring everyone is as comfortable as possible 
during this difficult time.
 
HRA’s staff can help counsel families on when it might be 
time to say goodbye. Trained to ensure people understand 
their options, HRA’s diverse staff assists families in making 
the right decision for them – whether it be HRA’s medical 
team counseling on a life-threatening injury or illness, or the 
behavior team assessing if an animal’s aggression can be 
managed through behavior training.

Most importantly, HRA’s customer care, medical, and 
behavioral staff come together to do whatever they can 
to support people through this difficult time and reassure 
them that they are making the right decision, that it is OK to 
make this decision. If we find together that it’s the right time 
to pursue humane euthanasia, then HRA offers that service 
free of charge.
 
It is important for people to have the option of being there 
for their animals, so we allow families to be with their pets 
as they are relieved of their suffering, if they choose to 
do so, and to spend as much time as they need with their 
animal following the procedure. HRA staff do whatever they 
can and whatever people need to feel OK, and to make sure 
every animal is given the best treatment and care, so their 
final moments are comfortable and calm.
 
We are also able to make arrangements for private 
cremation for pets, or if a family chooses not to have 
its pet’s ashes returned, HRA can arrange to have them 
spread at an apple orchard through one of our partner 
crematoriums.
 
We are proud to assist our community through every aspect 
of pet ownership, including end-of-life services, which we 
do out of love and compassion for families and their animals 
in the community.
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By Maureen Sosa,  
Director of Pet Support

from beginning  
to end

providing      
  compassion
      and love

Most importantly, HRA’s customer care, medical, and behavioral staff come  

           together to do whatever they can to support people through this difficult time...
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By Maureen Sosa,  
Director of Pet Support

The dogs, ranging in age from 1 to 7-years-old, came to 
HRA from Mississippi as part of a large-scale surrendered 
situation of more than 250 chihuahuas. While healthy, 
the dogs were all under socialized, shut down, and 
understandably fearful in their new environment.

HRA’s behavior and training team has been implementing a 
detailed training regimen to build their confidence and work 
on socialization skills.

“We started slowly, with drive-by trainings where we 
approach the animal, toss a treat, and then walk away,” said 
Alexandra Dilley, HRA’s Director of Behavior and Training. 
“This is a very helpful first step with dogs that are really 
scared of people, using the principles of classical counter-
conditioning and desensitization.”

By tossing a treat after they approach, Dilley and her team 
are able to associate the approach with something good 
for the animal. And by not lingering after they toss the treat, 
the experience is short, which makes the human interaction 
tolerable. 

For now, the dogs are only interacting with specific animal 
care, medical, and behavior staff tasked with caring 
for them. In addition, HRA’s behavior team is currently 
handfeeding the chihuahuas all of their meals, gradually 
helping them get closer and more confident around people. 

Before being made available for adoption, our goal is for 
each of these dogs to be able to be handled and leashed. 
Once adopted, the work for these dogs will need to 
continue. 

“Just being in a home will be novel for these guys, 
especially in an urban environment,” said Dilley. “It will 
take time for them to get comfortable with their new 
surroundings, and we’re encouraging adopters to go slowly 
and have patience as they get comfortable.”

HRA is fortunate to have such a talented, caring, and 
compassionate group of professionals working together on 
behalf of these dogs. With teamwork and commitment to 
their care and training plan, we’re looking forward to finding 
them homes here in DC where they can continue to thrive.

HRA Works Overtime to Prepare  
36 Chihuahuas for Adoption

By Dani Rizzo, Digital Director

Since March, the Humane Rescue Alliance (HRA) behavior  
and training team has been working overtime with a group of  

36 chihuahua-type dogs to prepare them for life in homes. 



Heroes
Hounds FOR



The Humane Rescue Alliance (HRA) is teaming up 

with DC Fire and EMS to promote adoptable dogs 

in a new project called Heroes for Hounds. Each 

month, adoptable senior dogs or dogs  

with long lengths of stay in our adoption centers are 

featured beside some of DC’s bravest in firehouses 

across the city.

 

Mercedes (10), Chai (8), and Pooh (14) were the first 

to be adopted, with nine dogs having met their 

match since being featured in DC’s Heroes for 
Hounds project, which launched in January. 

“This partnership is not only fun for our firefighters, 

but it is a productive way for our two organizations 

to team up on behalf of animals in need,” said Vito 

Maggiolo, DC Fire and EMS Public Information 

Officer.  

 

In honor of our military and first responders, HRA’s 

Medical Center offers a 25% discount on all medical 

services to active duty military, veterans, and active 

first responders (DC/MD/VA), fire, EMS, and police.

eroes
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Lucy, a community cat, found herself at the Humane 
Rescue Alliance (HRA) when her caretakers of eight 
years were moving and could no longer care for 
her. Highly distressed and fractious in the shelter, it 
was clear Lucy was not an adoption candidate. 

HRA’s Community Cat team got to work, and so did Lucy. 
We quickly matched her with an area homeowner, and she 
is now one of the hundreds of unadoptable cats whose 
lives have been saved by our Blue Collar Cats program.

HRA created Blue Collar Cats to provide opportunities 
for cats who are not suited for life indoors with 
families. These cats are “put to work” with area 
businesses and homeowners who pledge to care 
for these outdoor cats while, in turn, the cats provide 
rodent deterrent. Lucy’s placement marked a major 
milestone for this program, as she was the 200th 

cat to be matched with a local homeowner or 
business since the program launched in 2017.

“Prior to Blue Collar Cats, unsocialized cats like Lucy 
had few options,” said Erin Robinson, HRA Community 
Cat Program Manager. “Now, through the program’s 
collaboration with local businesses and homeowners, we 
are able to save more cats while also serving as a model 
of success for other local and regional jurisdictions.”

The program placed 63 cats in 2017, and more 
than doubled that in 2018, with partners ranging 
from local coffee shops, restaurants and bars, 
to a university campus, condo associations, and 
churches. With an often times months-long wait 
list, the hugely successful program continues to be 
a lifesaver for cats like Cip, Emma, and Millie.

LOCAL BUSINESSES, HOMEOWNERS GIVE 
UNSOCIALIZED CATS A SECOND CHANCE

By Samantha Miller, Media Relations Manager

CIP/”THE DUDE”
When Cip came to HRA, he was fearful, fractious, and 
extremely unhappy. After being placed with a local 
homeowner, Cip has not only relaxed – enjoying “happy 
hour” with his caretaker on her porch – but also brought 
the neighborhood together. They all affectionately call him 
“The Dude” as he makes his daily neighborhood rounds. 
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EMMA
Emma had lived her entire life outdoors, but when her 
caretaker died she needed somewhere else to go. Through 
our Blue Collar Cats program, she was placed in a DC 
apartment complex, where she quickly adjusted to her 
new surroundings. After a few months of living there, 
she had memorized her main caretaker’s work schedule 
and would wait at his metro stop each day for him to get 
home. With months of patience and love, Emma, a former 
community cat, now lives indoors with her new family. 

ENRICO
With the impending redevelopment of DC’s Barry Farms 
housing complex, community cats like Enrico needed to 
be relocated. While many of these cats were assessed 
and deemed friendly enough for adoption, Enrico was too 
scared and unsocial to live indoors. He is now “working” for 
a family in DC – living in their backyard, deterring rodents, 
and occasionally playing with their dog and children.
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DC HAS 
G    NE  TO  
THE CATS

...and we're embracing it!

You asked for a cat-themed event 
for the DC area and we answered. 

The Humane Rescue Alliance’s inaugural Meow DC 
was held on April 27, with upwards of 1,000 cat-loving  
       guests taking over Dock 5 at Union Market. 

          Kitty aficionados from across the metro  
            area donned their cat ears and feline-inspired  
              outfits to shop from 60 vendor booths selling  
               everything from catnip and cat toys, to  
                jewelry, to stationery and t-shirts, and  
              more. Guests also heard from experts on  
             topics ranging from community cats to cat  
            behavior during the speaker sessions. 

         And we can’t forget about the cats who were in  
     attendance. Sunglass Cat of Instagram fame came 
all the way from California to show her support for 
Meow DC. All proceeds from her meet and greet ticket 
sales were donated to HRA. 
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Meow DC also had creative and imaginative activities for 
the whole family. For those who didn’t arrive wearing their 
own cat ears, they had the opportunity to create their 
own. Children and adults alike took advantage of the face 
painting and nail art booths, and young feline fanatics 
helped HRA promote adoptable cats in foster care by 
coloring beautiful promotional flyers.

Most importantly were the adoptable cats who attended 
from HRA, Maryland SPCA, and Animal Welfare League 
of Arlington, hoping to find loving, new homes – and 14 
of them, including now-HRA alumni Sky, Gingersnap, and 
Buffy, did just that! 

“Partnering with local organizations is very important to us 
at the Humane Rescue Alliance,” said Emily Miller, Director 
of Special Events at HRA. “We are all focused on the same 
thing – finding loving homes for animals.”

With the popularity of viral cat content, it was only a matter 
of time before HRA hosted DC’s first cat festival. Large 
cat events have become all the rage, with festivals and 
conventions popping up across the U.S. 

“Everyone’s love for cats is finally being embraced, and 
the overwhelmingly positive response to HRA’s first Meow 
DC is very exciting,” said Miller. “The fact we could bring it 
to life with the help of so many people and organizations 
to benefit the Humane Rescue Alliance is absolutely 
aMEOWzing. Yes, I said it!” 

This year’s Meow DC raised nearly $60,000 to support 
the programs and services provided by HRA. Through 
teamwork from our sponsors, vendors, volunteers, 
community organizations, and staff, the 2019 Meow DC was 
absolutely purr-fect! It is safe to say that the second annual 
Meow DC is already being discussed and we cannot  
wait for Spring 2020.

PHOTOS BY:

Daniel Delgado

Chris Ferenzi

Christina Gephardt
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donor spotlight 
celebrating for a cause

By Kimberly Keller, Chief Development Officer

In 2018, hundreds of people used their birthdays and 
special occasions to celebrate a cause, raising more than 
$50,000 for the Humane Rescue Alliance through Facebook 
fundraisers.  

Facebook fundraisers allow our supporters to easily raise 
money and awareness for the life-saving programs of HRA, 
whether to celebrate a milestone birthday, or in honor or 
memory of a beloved pet. With goals ranging from $250 
to $2,500, each gift makes an impact for the animals and 
people of Washington, DC. 

Long-time HRA supporter, Deb Sengupta, raised an 
impressive $6,000 for her birthday fundraiser this year, 
with the focus of raising money for HRA’s Humane Law 
Enforcement (HLE) program. 

“When I found out HRA’s Humane Law Enforcement efforts 
are completely funded by private donations, that motivated 
me to pick HLE as my fundraising focus,” said Sengupta. 
“And while there are a lot of organizations in the area 
doing great work on behalf of animals, the Humane Law 
Enforcement program is one of kind in the District, with HRA 
touching all aspects of animal welfare, from adoption and 
medical to animal care and control. I wanted to leverage 
my birthday to help support the great work of this program, 
which is desperately needed in DC.”

Sengupta has a history 
of impressive fundraising 
for the animals and 
programs of HRA. She 
started volunteering 
behind the scenes at 
HRA’s Fashion for Paws 
Annual Runway Show in 
2014 and went on to raise 
an incredible $26,000 at 
last year’s event. 

When asked what advice she has for those who want to get 
started with a birthday fundraiser, Sengupta said start small 
and leverage your networks—you can easily increase your 
goal later. 

“I tell my supporters that even if they can give $5 or $10, 
it all adds up. If you are interested in helping HRA it’s very 
easy, and I’m proud to be using my birthday this year to 
support such an important program.”

Start your own Facebook fundraiser in support of  
the Humane Rescue Alliance!

facebook.com/fund/humanerescuealliance/

PHOTO BY: Moshe Zusman


