
THE HUMANE RESCUE ALLIANCE (HRA) serves as a national leader and local champion for all 
animals. HRA has a long, established history of protecting animals, supporting families, and advocating for 
positive change to create a world where all animals can thrive. HRA cannot do this important work without the 
support of people in the community who care about animals. 

Connecting people with companion animals is an important part of HRA’s work. Girl Scouts can help HRA find 
homes for pets by understanding the role the animal shelter plays in the community and by helping HRA to 
promote adoptable animals through their Girl Scout troops, friends and family networks, schools, neighborhoods, 
and other community and membership groups.

Daisies, Brownies, Juniors, and Cadettes can take part in the ADOPT a Shelter Animal patch program.

 DISCOVER: Girls will discover and understand the important role animal shelters play  
  in finding homes for companion animals in their communities.

  CONNECT:  Girls will connect with local and national animal welfare groups to  
  conduct primary and secondary research.

  TAKE ACTION:  Girls will take action to help their local animal shelters find homes  
  for companion animals.

DID YOU KNOW:

 Nearly 70 percent of all homes in the United States include at least one dog or cat.

 Less than half the dogs and cats in homes were adopted from animal shelters.

 Approximately 3.1 million dogs and 3.2 million cats enter animal shelters every year.

 HRA has many awesome animals ready to move into their new homes!

 YOU can help HRA find homes for the many cats, dogs, rabbits, guinea pigs, and other animals waiting to be adopted!
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If your family adopted an animal from HRA, please 
send up-to-date pictures. Staff and volunteers love 
seeing images of animals in their new homes. And it 
is fun to share those pictures on HRA’s social media 
channels – Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram!

ACTIVITIES, PROJECTS, IDEAS, AND MORE

Become an animal adoption advocate. You can earn an HRA ADOPT a Shelter Animal patch for promoting the benefits of  
adopting shelter pets. Help shelter animals find homes by completing at least three of the 12 tasks and/or projects outlined  
below and in the ADOPT a Shelter Animal patch packet.

1.  SURVEY YOUR FRIENDS  

Talk to at least 10 friends who share their lives with animals. Find out if their animal companions were adopted from a shelter or 
other rescue group, purchased from a breeder or a pet store, given to them by a friend or family member, found as a stray, or gotten 
elsewhere. Create a graph to share your results. Did you find any surprises? Share your graph and notes with friends, family, and 
HRA. Forward graphs and results to education@humanerescuealliance.org or mail to HRA, education, 71 Oglethorpe Street, N.W. 
Your research will help HRA understand how pets find their homes.

2. INTERESTED IN GENEALOGY? MIXED BREED DOGS HAVE IT ALL! 

Do your research. Know what attributes are associated with which breeds of dogs. Are there benefits 
to having a mixed breed dog rather than a particular breed of dog? Shelters are full of mixed-breed 
dogs exhibiting many awesome qualities from several breeds. 

Did you ever hear of a Black Hill Sheep Dog? Check out Ted, the one and only Black Hill Sheep 
Dog, originally a “mixed-breed” shelter pup. Smart like a Border Collie, even-tempered like a 
Labrador, outgoing like a poodle. Ted’s breed identification at the shelter was “mixed-breed” far less 
intriguing than “Black Hill Sheep Dog.”  Create and promote your own super breeds by highlighting 
several breeds’ best qualities that may be in a shelter dog. 

** Check out the many wonderful mixed breed dogs on HRA’s dog adoption pages. Tracey Stewart’s wonderful book, Do Unto 
Animals, highlights nine super breeds similar to Ted’s Black Hill Sheepdog pedigree. On page 38 you will find the Everything 
Bagelhund and the Sad-Eyed Shepherdmush!

3. GET TO KNOW HRA

Check out HRA’s adoption web pages.  Be sure to click on the animals under the “Other” category. The bios highlight the animals’ 
character traits. And their live-action videos feature their best qualities and personalities. Watch at least five animals’ videos and 
identify the animals’ best qualities as displayed in the videos. What kind of home do you think each animal will do best with – an active 
family, a calm senior, someone with another cat or dog? Discuss your findings with your Girl Scout troop. Do you believe that the 
bios, pictures, and videos will help find homes for the animals? Explain your reasoning. What else can be done to make the animals 
more “marketable”? How does the advertising or promoting animals for adoption make them more desirable?

4. INTRODUCE OTHERS TO THE AWESOME  
 ANIMALS AVAILABLE FOR ADOPTION

Word of mouth is the best form of advertisement. Tell friends and  
family interested in adopting a cat, dog, gerbil, hamster, bird,  
or another animal to check out HRA’s adoption webpages as  
part of their animal adoption journey. If you live with a  
shelter animal, tell the world! 
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5. HELP HRA PROMOTE THE ANIMALS READY FOR THEIR NEW HOMES

Choose an animal, or two, from the adoption webpages. Create a bio from the animal’s point of view and send your story to  
education@humanerescuealliance.org. Your first-person story may be included on that animal’s adoption page. Older Girl Scouts 
who participate in social media may consider sharing links to adoptable animals on their own social media. Every like and click helps 
to match potential adopters with shelter animals. 

6. UNLEASH YOUR CREATIVITY 

Get creative. Look for new ways to promote shelter animals for  
 adoption. Make cute “adopt a shelter animal” door hang-tags  
to share with neighbors; craft “adopt a shelter animal” leashes and  
bandanas and donate them to the shelter; promote second chances  
for senior animals by sharing lists of the benefits of adopting  
an older animal within senior living communities; dispel myths –  
tell friends and family why black cats bring good luck and how  
pit bull-type dogs can be smart, goofy, loyal companions;  
encourage potential adopters to adopt two kittens rather than one.

7. KNOW THE TRUTH ABOUT THOSE CUTE PET STORE PUPPIES 

Research the perilous lives of puppy mill breeding dogs and their offspring. Become familiar with laws prohibiting or regulating the 
sale of puppy mill puppies in your area. If the laws are weak, consider sharing better laws and the reasons for strengthening local 
legislation with your local and state legislators.

The Humane Society of the United States’ Stopping Puppy Mills Advocate Guide and the ASPCA’s Puppy Mills 101 may serve as 
references for an investigation.

Examples of good existing legislation include Oregon, which has some of the more extensive requirements for commercial breeding 
facilities and is one of the few states that sets a limit on the number of dogs allowed at a facility, and the Maryland law prohibiting 
the retail sale of dogs and cats at pet stores. 

8. STEREOTYPES HURT DOGS, TOO.

Many media outlets, including movies and games, only see blocked-headed dogs with wide grins as 
demonic, lethal threats. Did you know that most pit bull dogs are not really a breed called pit bull at all? 
True pit bulls are a mix of Staffordshire bull terriers, American pit bull terriers, and American Staffordshire 
terriers. The majority of block-headed dogs in shelters are all mixed up  – maybe a little American 
Staffordshire terrier with a boxer and/or a Labrador retriever or even a beagle or a fox terrier. Most mixed-
breed dogs are “best guesses.” Stereotyping dogs can be hurtful. Create a video, poster, or even a t-shirt 
design that exposes the pitfalls of promoting breed-specific stereotypes. 

** Many adopters choose to have their dogs DNA tested. Findings often show that even the biggest, 
broadest, block-headed dog can have a dachshund, Pekingese, or French bulldog as a long-distant cousin. 
Those tests go beyond appearances and look for genetic clues to determine a dog’s ancestry.
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ACTIVITIES, PROJECTS, IDEAS, AND MORE CONT.

Members of Cadette Troop 1165 decided to 
recognize adopters for choosing a shelter pet.  
They assembled “congratulations” adoption bags 
full of fun things to share with animals during their 
homecoming. They even included a “thank you 
for adopting” note. Animals went home with care 
packages full of treats, toys, and blankets.



4H U M A N E R E S C U E A L L I A N C E . O R G

AD   PT

ACTIVITIES, PROJECTS, IDEAS, AND MORE CONT.

9. ANIMALS ARE GOOD FOR OUR HEALTH!

Sharing a home with an animal companion has many benefits. Animals keep us company  
when we are lonely, cheer us up when we are sad, and love us unconditionally. Research shows  
that dogs encourage us to exercise by getting out and walking or playing. Stroking a cat, dog, or  
rabbit can lower people’s blood pressure. Research the many benefits of living with a companion  
animal and use those findings to encourage the adoption of a shelter animal. Use your creativity  
to promote the benefits of living with a companion animal. Create a poster, flyer, or even a video  
that you can share with others.

10.  SHARE IDEAS YOU HAVE REGARDING PROMOTING  
  SHELTER ADOPTIONS WITH HRA

Email education@humanerescuealliance.org.

11.  MEET SHELTER ANIMALS – VIRTUALLY.

Girl Scout troops can sign up for virtual programs to learn more  
about HRA and the animals waiting for new homes. A virtual visit is  
a nice prelude to completing any of the projects listed above. 
Contact education@humanerescuealliance.org to set up a virtual program.

12. ENJOY A PICTURE BOOK THAT HIGHLIGHT ANIMAL ADOPTIONS

Younger Girl Scouts may want to read one of the books below and write a review of the story to be shared with a friend.  
Readers who like to write may want to write their own Adopt a shelter animal story and share it with friends and family. 

Piglet Comes Home: How a Deaf Blind Pink Puppy Found His Family,  
Melissa Shapiro DVM (Author), Ellie Snowdon (Illustrator)

Let’s Get a Pup, Said Kate, Bob Graham

Mr. Putter and Tabby Pour the Tea, Cynthia Rylant

A POSSIBLE FAMILY PROJECT



Families may consider becoming fosters for animals.

Foster families gather a plethora of information about their foster animals,  
helping to prepare them for a successful transition to their new homes.


