
Acclimation Setup for Relocated Cats
Blue Collar Cats, Humane Rescue Alliance

Cats who are relocated as part of the Blue Collar Cat program are required to undergo an acclimation
period, during which time they are confined in their new location while they become accustomed to the
sights, sounds, and routines of their new caregiver. This acclimation period is intended to support the
cat’s recognition of the new location as his home, therefore minimizing potential for straying and
becoming lost.

Supplies needed:
- Large metal-wire dog crate (rectangular, often with plastic tray in the bottom). Do not use dog

crates that are intended for use in transport, like those with hard, plastic or fabric sides, as those
make temperature control difficult in warmer climates.

- Large tarp
- Litter box
- Litter (recommend non clumping)
- food bowls
- 18-gallon plastic bin (remove lid during the summer)

Acclimation pen set up:
 

1. Open and set up the crate. If there are two doors, one on the short side and one on the long
side, use the door on the short side of the crate as the “front” of the crate. Ensure that this is
facing out, as this is the door you will use to change out litter, food, and water.

2. Completely cover the crate (minus the “front” door) with the tarp. The tarp is slightly bigger and
usually needs to be tucked in the back. You can secure it with zip ties if you think it will blow
around.

3. Place the 18-gallon plastic bin on its side, inside and toward the back of the crate. As you are
looking in the “front” door, make sure the opening of the bin is facing to the side of the crate so
that if you are switching out food, etc., the cat can choose to hide and not see you.

4. Put the litter box and food/water bowls just inside the door in each corner. You want them to be
easily accessible to you so that you can quickly swap them in and out without keeping the door
open too long, as this has potential for allowing the cat to escape.

5. Place the cat into the crate by getting low on the ground and putting as much of the carrier, trap,
or transport den in the crate towards the plastic bin. Gently tip it towards the bin as you open
the door and the cat should come out (you may have to give it a little shake).

6. Use a carabiner to secure the locks of the trap as an extra precaution.
 

Acclimation period:

- Your cat will live in this crate for 21 days (3 weeks).
- During this time period, you must check the condition of the cat and the crate (temperature,

protection from inclement weather, etc.) daily.
- You are required to provide food, water, fresh litter at least once a day during this time.
- Be very careful not to fully open the door, as the cat may try to escape. Any attempt to replace

food and water bowls or remove/place litter box should be done quickly, with the door closed
and latched immediately afterward.

4-6 weeks.



- At the conclusion of the acclimation period, you may leave open the door to permit the cat(s) to
come out and start exploring.

- We recommend leaving the crate as-is for about a week following release, as this is a familiar
space for the cat. Once you can tell the cat has returning regularly to eat, it is okay to remove the
crate and litter box.

- You should keep the plastic bin or other appropriate shelter available and in a reliable, covered
space in which you will always have food and water bowls for the duration of the cat’s time in
your care. This will keep them coming back and staying close to your property.

The food/water must be replaced daily while they are in the crate regardless of whether they eat it
 
Tips:

- While the cat is in the crate, we suggest feeding wet food, dry food, and provide high value
treats like sardines, tuna, or chicken baby food.

- Upon release, amp up the high value treats so they remember why they should want to stay with
you!

- Once it’s clear the cat is sticking around, you can provide dry food only, if you prefer.

What do if you your Blue Collar Cat Goes Missing

Sometimes the cats wander (especially after initial release) and it’s normal to not see them for two to
three days. If you notice that they haven’t returned by the end of the third day, you will need to take
steps to find them.

- Post on your local listserv (like NextDoor) or your neighborhood Facebook group. We have found
this to be the most successful step for finding the cat(s).

- Leave the crate as-is, the smell of their “house” and the litter box will help them find their way
back.

- Talk to your neighbors directly about whether they are seeing (or feeding) the cat(s). This should
be your block and any blocks connecting to your alley.

- Post flyers (keep it simple with a photo, description of cat, and a contact number). Reach out to
our office for help-we are here to assist you with descriptions and wording.

- If the cat is spotted, call us! We will loan you a humane trap to bring the cat(s) “home”.



 

 


